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The present issue of the Biblical World is devoted entirely to 
articles commemorative of the life and work of him to whom the 
journal owes its existence, and who from its first issue to his death 
was its editor, William Rainey Harper. The proceeding is exceptional, 
perhaps unparalleled. But to the minds of those on whom there 
now falls the editorial responsibility this course appears not only jus- 
tified, but demanded. The relation of this journal to Dr. Harper, of 
whose brain and heart in a peculiar sense it was the child, to which 
he had devoted thought and strength and money without reserve, as 
well as the services which in the last quarter of a century he had ren- 
dered to the cause of biblical study and religious education, make it 
fitting that we should employ the pages of one issue in a portraiture 
of the life and character, and a survey of the work, of one who 
throughout his career as editor characteristically kept his person- 
ality in the background, subordinating it to the cause for which 
the journal stood. The verdict of history upon his whole career 
it is far too early to render. What we here present must rather 
be the testimony of his contemporaries, material for the future 
historian. 

Yet we who enjoyed that intimate relation with him into which 
we were brought through our association with him as our chief, must 
here record the strong affection which we had for him, the profound 
respect in which we held him, and the keen sense of loss with which 
we contemplate the fact that the tasks which hitherto we have shared 
with him we must now seek to carry forward without the inspiration 
of his presence and the guidance of his genius. 
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